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Your funds at work – new touch panels and readers arrive! 
 
The latest generation of interactive touch screen panels have arrived at GIPS.   The first of 6 new 
Promethean Interactive screens touched down from outer-space at GIPS late last term, and as more 
arrive they will be progressively rolled out around GIPS classrooms.  
 
Manufactured by Promethean, one of the world’s leading educational screen companies, the 
interactive screens are top of their range, a whopping 65inches in size, high definition, with great 
background illumination and anti-glare screens, and pre-loaded software.   For anyone interested see 
https://www.prometheanworld.com/au/case-studies/liddiard-road-primary-school-transforms-with-
the-activpanel/  
 
The panels have been purchased with funds raised by the Parents 
Association during 2018 at fund-raising events such as the Main 
Event and Make & Bake stalls.    At a cost of around $8,000 each, 
they don’t come cheap, but thanks to the generosity of GIPS 
parents and work of the PA, we are helping to make a real 
difference to the education of our kids.  
 
Shanae Hill, Grade 5/6, is one of the first teachers to take 
possession of the new device.  Only a few weeks into its use, Ms Hill 
says the panels are a game changer, and both her and the kids love 
using them as a learning aid.  In a few quick clicks she demonstrated 
its capacity – effectively a massive on-line interactive tablet.  We 
skipped from maths graphs, to literature at the touch of the finger.  
 

Big thanks again parents 
for your generosity, and 
thank you also very much 
to Garry Collins and his 
team for coming up with 
the initiative and so quickly 
arranging the purchase and 
use of these new items.  
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Meanwhile in the bowels of the Library, Krista our GIPS 
librarian, was busy taking possession of 350 fabulous new 
collection of children’s books.   Published by Pearson 
Education, an Australian company, the readers are level 
based and span across years Preps to Year 3, after which 
our kids are considered independent readers.   Gone are 
Miss Betty and Master Tom with bat and ball in the English 
beachside.  The new books are contemporary, fun, graphic, 
and interesting, and are delightful addition to the school 
library and will provide a great psychological boost to both 
children and parents alike who dedicate many hours 
practicing reading at home.  

 

Thanks again to our generous family donor 
who funded the purchase of the Readers, 
and to the Friends of the Library (FOTL) led 
by Jacqui Brown team who are in the 

process of contacting all the books. 
 
Look out for the books as they come home in your kid’s school bags, enjoy the new reads, enjoy those 
special moments together.   
 

Second Hand Uniform Shop summer clearance 

The Parents Association Second Hand Uniform Shop held its Summer 

Clearance sale last Friday 12th October  in the first week back of term.   Matt 

Bright’s clothes racks were on display again and Coordinators Ann Mullins 

and Fiona Freemantle put together a great sale with a collection of heaps of 

kid’s school clothes and summer gear.  As well as clearing out the 

cupboards, the sale raised $350.   Ann and Fiona will be retiring from the 

School next year so we are in the hunt for a willing parent or parents to take 

over the running of the stall.  Thank you, Ann and Fiona, for your tireless 

work in running the store on Fridays – your efforts not only to raise valuable 

funds but also reduce waste and encourage responsible practices is much 

appreciated.   

All parents, don’t forget! – the shop is open every Friday afternoon, prices 

are cheap, clothes are great, and donations gratefully received!  

 

Values cards 
 
Being told you are appreciated is one of the simplest and most uplifting things you can hear.  At GIPS 
we acknowledge the simple value of Gratitude as one of our 5 school values.    
 
With the help of the School SALT teams, Dr Robyn Floyd, and some enthusiastic and talented junior 
artists from our school, the PA commissioned a competition to select 6 winning drawings to produce 
the values cards.  These cards are stored in reception and can be used by anyone in the school, in 



particular teachers and Parents Association coordinators, to convey a short message of thanks to 
those who deserve it.     
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mango Drive  

Its MMMMMMMango time!   The Mango Drive is an annual GIPS 
PA tradition and an important fund-raising initiative.   
 
Pick up a tray of delicious Kensington Pride mangoes containing 
7kg of mangos (12 large or 23 smaller ones) for just $25. Grown in 
Queensland, they are picked and packed at the peak of the 
harvest season and delivered directly to school.    
  
Order now and ask your family and friends to buy some too. See 
website for more details or order on-line via TryBooking. https://trybooking.com/YTEA   Many thanks 
to Irina McCredie for organising this. 
 

Attention Dads! GIPSMEN drinks is on!   

GIPSMEN is planning its first function on October 26th to take place at the Malvern RSL at 
7pm.  Organised by a great GIPS man, Bryan McMeikan, also supported by a teacher 
representative, Nathan Gilliland, the GIPSMEN aims to bring togethers dads or father figures 
of students at GIPS, to socialise and have fun, to build friendships, better understand what is 
going on at the school, and in their kid’s school life, and in doing so become better dads.  Dads, 
please come along, just RSVP to Bryan at bryandsas@hotmail.com   For more information on 
the Fathering Project or to register for free email tips on how to be a better dad, check out:   
http://thefatheringproject.org/.    

 
 

Parents Association Annual Wine & Cheese meeting – Nov.12th 

AGM’s are the stuff of the corporate world – here at the GIPS PA we prefer AWCs – Annual Wine and 
Cheese meetings. 
 

Our is set for Monday 12th November at 7.30pm.  This will be a get-
together for anyone who has been part of the PA over the year, or 
whom would like to part of it for next year.   It is meant as a small 
celebration of our work but also an opportunity to discuss plans for 
next year and fill some of the roles necessary to deliver on them.  
We really encourage any interested or enthusiastic parent to join 
us!  
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Kind regards 
 
See you round the grounds   

 
Mal Osborne-Smith 
President, GIPS Parents Association 
mal.osbornesmith@gmail.com  0417667766 
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